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Welcome to the second and concluding part of the special is-
sue containing a selection of papers originally presented at
WIAMIS 2001, in Tampere, Finland. That workshop on im-
age analysis for multimedia interactive services was the third
such workshop organised by the COST 211quat Action of the
European Union. A prime goal of these workshops has been
the cross fertilisation of ideas and that goal has been greatly
furthered by the opportunity, provided here by the EURASIP
Journal on Applied Signal Processing, for some of the contri-
butions to reach a wider audience.

The first part comprised a tutorial on MPEG-7, three pa-
pers in the topic area of indexing and retrieval, three papers
on video segmentation, and two on watermarking.

In this second part, we first return to video segmentation
with two more papers. The first addresses spatial segmenta-
tion while the second looks at temporal segmentation. The
three papers in the next group concern detection and track-
ing, the first being for facial features and the other two for
general objects. We then have a paper on motion estimation
and conclude with a post processing algorithm for the re-
moval of blocking artefacts.

We thank all the authors for their efforts in produc-
ing these updated and extended versions of their original
WIAMIS 2001 papers and hope that the readers will find
them both interesting and stimulating in their own research
activities.

We are again indebted to the Editor-in-Chief, Ray Liu,
and the staff of EURASIP JASP for their support and patience
in bringing this special issue to publication.

Finally, we take the liberty of advertising the next Work-
shop on Image Analysis for Multimedia Interactive Services
which will be held in London during the second quarter
of 2003. Details will be posted at http://www.iva.cs.tut.fi/
COST211/. The workshop will be open to all and we cordially
invite your participation there.
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Research in speech processing (e.g., speech coding, speech
enhancement, speech recognition, speaker recognition, etc.)
tends to concentrate on speech samples collected from
normal adult talkers. Focusing only on these “typical speak-
ers” limits the practical applications of automatic speech
processing significantly. For instance, a spoken dialogue
system should be able to understand any user, even if he or
she is under stress or belongs to the elderly population. While
there is some research effort in language and gender issues,
there remains a critical need for exploring issues related
to “atypical speech”. We broadly define atypical speech as
speech from speakers with disabilities, children’s speech,
speech from the elderly, speech with emotional content,
speech in a musical context, and speech recorded through
unique, nontraditional transducers. The focus of the issue is
on voice quality issues rather than unusual talking styles.

In this call for papers, we aim to concentrate on issues
related to processing of atypical speech, issues that are
commonly ignored by the mainstream speech processing
research. In particular, we solicit original, previously unpub-
lished research on:

• Identification of vocal effort, stress, and emotion in
speech

• Identification and classification of speech and voice
disorders

• Effects of ill health on speech
• Enhancement of disordered speech
• Processing of children’s speech
• Processing of speech from elderly speakers
• Song and singer identification
• Whispered, screamed, and masked speech
• Novel transduction mechanisms for speech processing
• Computer-based diagnostic and training systems for

speech dysfunctions
• Practical applications

Authors should follow the EURASIP Journal on Audio,
Speech, and Music Processing manuscript format described
at the journal site http://www.hindawi.com/journals/asmp/.
Prospective authors should submit an electronic copy of

their complete manuscript through the journal Manuscript
Tracking System at http://mts.hindawi.com/, according to
the following timetable:

Manuscript Due April 1, 2009

First Round of Reviews July 1, 2009

Publication Date October 1, 2009
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